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our environmental laws were working.
Yet, there is much to be done. It is
time for the majority in the 104th Con-
gress to clean up its environmental
act.
f

PAYING MORE AND GETTING LESS

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, we have
heard the other side bash the Repub-
licans about environmental policy. Un-
fortunately they do not want to deal
with the facts.

We heard them mention 40 percent of
the streams still polluted in the coun-
try, or whatever percentage. That is
under current law. Let us look at
Superfund, one of their great examples
that they want to protect as we do
now. Over 2,000 sites have been identi-
fied for hazardous waste. How many
have been cleaned up? Just a handful,
less than 70, at a cost of billions of dol-
lars.

Where does 85 percent of the money
go? For attorneys fees and for studies.
That is what we are talking about
here. We are talking about paying
more and getting less.

Of the sites that were cleaned up, a
GAO report last year said the sites
were chosen on the basis of political
pressure, those few sites that did not
address public health, safety or wel-
fare. So they want to pay more and get
less. They want to protect the 6,000 bu-
reaucrats in Washington, DC, and EPA
just down the street from here, who
have not cleaned up a hazardous waste
site and would not recognize one if it
hit them in the face.
f

THE EXTREME REPUBLICAN
MEAN-SPIRITED AGENDA

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it has been
16 months since the Republicans have
taken over Congress, and what have we
gotten for it? We have gotten an ex-
treme agenda that hurts the middle
class.

The previous Speaker showed why
the environment is so important and
how the Republican majority is doing
nothing to help the environment. We
have Medicare cuts and Medicaid cuts
that hurt our senior citizens. We have
the largest education cuts in American
history. Let me say that again, the
largest education cuts in American his-
tory. As we approach Earth Day, we
find cuts in the environment, cuts in
environmental enforcement, allowing
the polluters to continue to pollute.

They use the code word ‘‘balance.’’
That means let us let industry con-
tinue to pollute. They hurt the middle
class. They want to keep corporate
welfare. This is what the agenda was
all about yesterday.

They talk about tax relief. We have
rules in this House that we passed,
much-heralded rules saying that there
needs to be a supermajority in order to
raise taxes, and the Republicans have
waived those rules three times.

Let us stop the nonsense. Let us stop
hurting the middle class with the ex-
treme Republican mean-spirited agen-
da.
f

CALL FOR A MINIMUM WAGE BILL

(Mr. VOLKMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day this House spent several hours on
legislation everybody knew that was
not going to go anywhere, was not
going to pass and even if it did, it
would not have any effect on anybody
in this country for years to come be-
cause it would have to be ratified by
the States.

But we Democrats are asking the
leadership of the Republicans, Speaker
GINGRICH and the radical Republicans,
to bring forward legislation that will
help millions of people in this country
now, and that is an increase in the
minimum wage. The minimum wage
today is the buying power of what it
was 40 years ago. Many people out in
my district work for the minimum
wage. They need an increase in the
minimum wage.

I ask the Speaker and his radical Re-
publicans, let us bring forth a mini-
mum wage bill that will be helpful to
the people of this country. Let us not
continue to work on legislation that
will have no effect and will not help
anybody. Let us do a minimum wage
bill.
f

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

(Mr. COX of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker,
Earth Day is coming, and if we are se-
rious about protecting the planet, we
are going to have to work together as
Democrats and Republicans, as Ameri-
cans and as citizens of this planet
Earth to achieve the results that we all
say that we are in favor of.

It is not going to work to say Repub-
licans or Democrats, this and that. We
have 60 Superfund sites where work has
stopped. We have some 2,000 Superfund
sites, 1,300 of which we have not even
gotten to. If we are serious about this,
we will stop spending billions of dol-
lars, $5 billion out of the last $15 bil-
lion, on nothing but litigation and bu-
reaucracy.

Superfund reform is bipartisan. Re-
publicans favor it, Democrats favor it,
and we need to pass it if we are serious
about cleaning up toxic waste sites. If
we are serious about protecting our
rain forests and our savannas, then per-
haps you will wish to sponsor the Rain

Forest and Savanna Protection Act
that I will soon be introducing, that
will condition World Bank, IMF, bilat-
eral, and multilateral foreign aid to
countries that ought to be responsible
for protecting our rain forests and sa-
vannas on sound environmental stew-
ardship.
f

RNC GOOFS ON TAX AND SPEND
WORK SHEET

(Mr. ABERCROMBIE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, as we know, the tax and
spend work sheet went out all over the
country. One was sent to my district
from the National Republican Congres-
sional Committee.

It says here, ‘‘Neil Abercrombie’s Tax
and Spend Work Sheet.’’ The only
problem is that they forgot to white
out Representative KAREN THURMAN’s
name at the bottom. They were using a
generic one-size-fits-all work sheet for
everybody in the country, and they are
so stupid that they put somebody else’s
name on my work sheet. They do not
know the difference between Hawaii
and Florida.

So when they ask me about taxing
and spending, I say, ‘‘I don’t know, ask
the Republican National Committee.
They’re the ones that put out Rep-
resentative KAREN THURMAN’s work
sheet for my work sheet.’’

They say they want to represent the
values of the people of the First Dis-
trict of Hawaii. Well, I am in good
shape to do that. I do not live in Flor-
ida. Why do you not go down to Florida
and check with Representative KAREN
THURMAN the next time you want to do
that?

They told me this campaign was
going to be nasty but they did not say
it was going to be foolish as well.
f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 789

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove my
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 789.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAMP). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
f

ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD OF
104TH CONGRESS

(Mr. DURBIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, with
Earth Day coming up, it is time to re-
flect on the environmental record of
the 104th Congress. Do you recall, dur-
ing the heyday of the Gingrich revolu-
tion, when in one appropriation bill the
Gingrich Republicans put in a 28-page
amendment which eliminated 14 envi-
ronmental protection laws they consid-
ered unnecessary?
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